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to the fact that the patient had been taking large doses
of quinine. It was at first impossible to determine whether
the purpura was the result of quinine intoxication or

was connected with the erysipelas but later the patient,
who had nearly recovered, took more large doses of quinine
with no recurrence of the eruption. The photographs in

colours, which we reproduce, were taken by Messrs. Sanger,
Shepherd, and Co., by certain improved appliances recently
introduced by them, and we are informed by Dr. Ewart
that they are excellent ; we are also informed that several
members of the medical profession have now applied
the process successfully to their work and that the

appliances for colour photography have been added to the
laboratory of one of the metropolitan hospitals. A year

ago the process employed by Messrs. Sanger, Shepherd,
and Co. was successfully applied to the photo-micro-
graphy of stained bacteria. A considerable advantage
is gained in lantern slides (three and a quarter inches in
diameter) made by this method directly through the micro-
scope, the colours of the stained bacteria being rendered
correctly. The brilliancy and sharpness of the image are
even greater than when actually viewed through the eyepiece
of the microscope and when the eyepiece is inserted in the
lantern and focnssed upon the screen the enlargement of
detail possible is, of course, very great.

SOUTH AFRICAN SANATORIUMS FOR THE
TREATMENT OF CONSUMPTIVES.

WE have received the particulars of a scheme initiated a

by the directors of a company bearing the name Cradock
Sanatorium and Thermal Baths " with the object of estab-
lishing sanatoriums for consumptives in South Africa.
There is no need for us to comment on the advantages
which the climate of South Africa offers for the treatment p
of tuberculosis ; they are too well known. Owing to several e;
circumstances it has been found extremely difficult, if V
not impossible, to form charitable institutions for the o

relief of necessitous patients in suitable districts in o

South Africa. A company, however, has been floated o

to form a hydropathic establishment and sanatorium n

at Cradock, where there exist a number of mineral a

and warm sulphur springs. The directors also pro- t

pose to form a separate section of the company for the o

purpose of building and equipping a sanatorium solely for a

the employment of the "open-air" " method of treatment. g
It is proposed to solicit the required capital from the public ’]
and to guarantee interest at the rate of 3 per cent. per 
annum. Up to this point it might well be considered that t

the proposal is purely a financial one. It has, however c

(and this is the reason that we wish to draw atten- 1

tion to the scheme), a philanthropic side. A careful
estimate has been made of the probable revenue and 

expenditure and it is estimated that out of the income 1

received from paying patients it will be possible to receive, 
and to give all the benefits of the sanatorium to, a certain 
number of cases gratuitously. Thus the institution will not 

only be self-supporting but will also be doing a charitable
work in the care and treatment of poor patients. The

whole scheme is a very ambitious one. Whilst proposing
to start with buildings capable of accommodating 40

patients, it is intended that similar sanatoriums may be
erected in various districts of South Africa especially
adapted by climatic and other conditions to the treatment
of tuberculosis. It is hoped that patients will thus reap
the benefit of constant change of air and scenery, since a
series of sanatoriums will enable them to be transferred from
one place to another should indications point to the desira-
bility of a move. We feel confident that such a scheme
as we have just outlined is well worthy of support. The

position of many patients who proceed to South Africa on

account of being victims to tuberculosis is a deplorable one
and a sanatorium for necessitous individuals is much to be

desired. We sincerely trust that the necessary funds will
be forthcoming. We may add that it is proposed to form a
medical advisory board in London, to which applications for
admission would have to be made. Mr. D. C. Lauer, one of
the directors, is now in England in order to make the

necessary preliminary arrangements.

THE CHAIR OF PHYSIOLOGY IN THE UNIVER-
SITY OF MELBOURNE.

OWING to the appointment of Dr. C. J. Martin as director
of the Lister Institute of Preventive Medicine the chair of

physiology is vacant at the University of Melbourne. Par-

ticulars as to duties and emoluments can be obtained from
the Agent-General for Victoria. The new professor will be
required to commence work on March lst, 1904.

KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL.

A SPECIAL court of the corporation of the president,.
vice-presidents, and governors of King’s College Hospital
will be held in the large theatre of King’s College, Strand,
on Monday, Oct. 12th, at 4 o’clock in the afternoon, for
the purpose of obtaining the sanction of the members of
the said corporation to the removal of the hospital from its
present site to a site in South London, which proposed
removal is put forward at the initiation of both the council
and the committee of management.

H&AElig;MOPHILIA.

IN THE LANCET of Oct. 3rd, p. 958, we published a case of
persistent secondary haemorrhage after enucleation of the

eyeball for sarcoma which was under the care of Sir
William J. Collins. The history of troublesome haemorrhage
on several previous occasions clearly showed it to be a case
of haemophilia. Very many cases of hsemophilia have been
observed and yet it cannot be said that we are materially
nearer a knowledge of its true pathology. It is generally
accepted that there is no demonstrable alteration in

the walls of the bloodvessels. The chemical composition
of the blood in haemophiliacs does not manifest any

abnormality and the time required for coagulation is not

greater than is needed by the blood of those in health.
There is, however, one important difference. When profuse
haemorrhage occurs in a healthy person the coagulability of
the blood steadily rises, for a time at least, so that the arrest
of the haemorrhage is assisted ; but in those who suffer from
h&aelig;mophilia the coagulability of the blood diminishes as the
amount lost increases. The only point about the etiology
of the disease which is indubitable is its transmissibility
through the female line, the members of which are them-
selves unaffected, but in this haemophilia is not peculiar, for
a similar mode of transmission appears to obtain in pseudo-
hypertrophic palsy and other conditions. The first clear

description of haemophilia was given by Sir William Fordyce
in 1784 and Dr. J. C. Otto in 1803 described the disease
in a family where it had occurred for nearly 80 years. Our

knowledge of the etiology and pathology of haemophilia is
unsatisfactory but still more unsatisfactory is the treatment.
Several drugs, such as chloride of calcium and ergot, have been
credited with some power in stopping the haemorrhage and
probably in some cases they do good but certainly in other
cases they do not prove of the slightest avail. It is to be

hoped that preparations of the suprarenal gland will be of
use and they deserve an extended trial though, in Sir William.
Collins’s case already referred to, adrenalin solution did not

arrest the haemorrhage. The most important part of the

treatment is prophylaxis. As far as possible all wounds
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should be avoided and only absolutely compulsory operations Ishould be performed. 
- 

"DECAPODS" AND THEIR DANGERS.

THERE seems to be a general movement amongst the

managers of our suburban railways to introduce rapidly
starting trains and already on two lines engines for that pur-
pose have been designed which are known as "decapods."
It may be assumed that this name has its origin in the
number of wheels on the engines which, we believe, are

"braced." It is stated that these engines are capable of
getting up a speed of 30 miles an hour within 30 seconds of
making a start and that in consequence much time is saved
at the end of the journey. We have no desire to discourage
the attempts that are being made to secure punctuality and
despatch with regard to our suburban railway service-there
is room for improvement ; but, above all, we should prefer
to see more attention given to increased accommodation
rather than to the sudden getting up of speed. It seems to

us that if the system of "decapods" " or rapidly starting
engines is universally adopted some alteration in the method
of admitting passengers to the platform must be made.
The system of shutting all entrances to the platform
50 seconds before the train is timed to start, as is the
rule in the United States, would become imperative. It is
stated that the guards of the" decapod " train are com-

pelled to be well inside their compartments if they wish to
run no risks before giving the signal by whistle to start.

If that be so, what is likely to happen to the passenger who
attempts to enter the train whilst it is in motion ? Apart
from this aspect of the proposed innovation the question of
the effect on passengers of suddenly attaining a speed of 30
miles an hour has to be considered. The policy of the 

"decapod" is, we think, a mistake and it seems to us that a 
more rational means of dealing with the congestion and
expedition of railway traffic could be devised. The career
of the "decapod" from start to finish would seem to be

necessarily hazardous. A rapid start, for instance, made in

foggy weather when there proved to be a train at a stand-
still not far ahead might be the preface to very serious

consequences. ------

NORMALLY UNEQUAL GROWTH AS A POSSIBLE

CAUSE OF DEATH.

THE subject of comparative pathology is an important
branch of biological science of which as yet the merest fringe
has been studied and it thus offers splendid opportunities
for research, the results of which may probably be of very
great value in human pathology and in elucidating the causes
of variation in type of diseases affecting man and the lower
animals. Mr. Frank E. Beddard, F. R. S., whose great ex-
perience as prosector at the gardens of the Zoological Society
invests his observations with great weight in these matters,
records in an interesting letter to Natlwe of Sept. 24th,
p. 497, a condition of the circulatory system of the

Japanese salamander (Megalobatrachus japonicus) which
he regards as a result of a normally unequal process
of growth and which he suggests as a cause of death-
"a truly natural’ cause of death," as he expresses it. He

states that as a result of a good many years’ experience he
has frequently found it difficult to assign any definite cause
of death to the lower vertebrata which die in the gardens of
the Zoological Society. In the animal under consideration,
which had lived 19 years in the gardens and was some three
feet in length, no obvious signs of disease were found in

any organ. Judged by its length it must have been old, for
a specimen three feet long is stated to have been at least 52
years old. On comparing the heart of this animal with that

1 Gadow : Amphibia and Reptiles, p. 99.

of another specimen some 20 inches in length, Mr. Beddard
found, as he expected, that it was larger and that

its subdivisions maintained their relative proportions,
but in the larger animal the two sets of valves at the

anterior and posterior ends of the pylangium were so

small in relation to the lumen of the tube that they would
not meet in the middle line and were thus incompetent,
while in the smaller salamander they were large enough in
relation to the size of the tube to close it completely. Mr.
Beddard therefore suggests that these valves in the process
of growth do not increase pari passu with the general
increase in size of the heart and the conus arteriosus.

Admitting the accuracy of the observation there are, however,
some difficulties in accepting Mr. Beddard’s view that this
condition should be regarded as the result of a normal

process of growth or even as a probable cause of death.
In the first place it is difficult to see any a priori reason
why the valve curtains should not share the general
tendency to progressive growth ; their failure to do so rather
points to a defect of growth and it would be of interest to
know the microscopical condition of the cusps and
of the wall of the pylangium. It certainly comes as

somewhat of a shock to regard a normal process of

growth as tending towards death. Again, while it is
certain that the condition described would interfere with
the circulation, it is obvious that it must be of very
gradual development and it might be expected that
a defect of this kind would be compensated more or less
completely by an increased growth of heart muscle, which
apparently did not occur in this case, and that if not so com-
pensated some pathological effects would be discoverable in
other organs. On the other hand, that regurgitation can be
produced by defective coaptation of healthy valve curtains in
the case of both the mitral and the tricuspid valves in man
owing to dilatation of these orifices is a fact in human
cardiac physics now almost universally admitted, and by
some observers a similar condition at the pulmonary or even
aortic orifice is believed to occur. Moreover, Mr. Beddard
quotes a record of a dissection by Hyrtl of an animal two
and a half feet in length in which the valves were figured of
small size relatively to the lumen of the vessel, though
according to Mr. Beddard incorrectly in some particulars of
structure. In any case the observation is of great interest
and should direct the attention of those with opportunities
for dissection of lower vertebrata to this question, more
especially to determine if the condition is frequent and
whether it is of normal or pathological origin.

DENTAL OPERATIONS UNDER CHLOROFORM.

A RECENT death under chloroform which occurred at

Manchester draws attention once more to the danger of using
chloroform as an anxsthetic for dental operations unless
there is exceptional and convincing reason for its selection.
We are not at the moment, however, specially concerned
with this aspect of the case but rather with the remarks
made upon it by the coroner if the general press, our only
present source of knowledge in the case, may be taken as
giving a correct account. According to one version we have
read the coroner in his remarks to the jury stated that he
had a great objection to the administration of chloroform
for the extraction of teeth. So far we are, generally speak-
ing, entirely in accord with him. The coroner, however, is
reported to have continued by saying that the extraction of
teeth should be accomplished without any anaesthetic drug
whatever. We cannot believe that the coroner made such a

perfectly unjustifiable generalisation. Not only would a
needless amount of pain be inflicted upon the public were
anaesthetics not employed for dental operations but these
operations would also be increased in number. A number of

extractions that can be safely performed at one sitting upon


